T HE COLD WAR AND MILITARY-RELATED activity have exacted an enormous environmental toll, for which we have yet to pay the full amount.
In the last issue of New Solutions, we published an article by Lenny Siegel and Gary Cohen that detailed "The U.S. Military's Toxic Legacy." They reported that the U.S. Department of Defense (000) " ... is responsible for more than 14,000 toxic waste sites at 1,579 facilities, nearly 100 of which already have been placed on the Superfund National Priorities List."
In addition, Siegel and Cohen were particularly critical of DOD for blocking the public release of its own studies of environmental contamination at foreign bases.
Louis Head and Michael Guerrero describe in this issue the environmental threats and related health problems to which Americans of color are too often exposed. One of the battles they fought through the South West Organizing Project (SWOP) targeted Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque. SWOP believed that the base had contaminated a local groundwater supply. An agreement was worked out recently to investigate the sourcets) of the contamination and clean it up.
Richard Clapp and James Olson have written about dioxin for Scientific Solutions in this issue. Their article is drawn from a report that they produced at the request of three national veterans organizations which were concerned about the health effects of Agent Orange. Again, we find our journal dealing with the after-effects of war. The awful tragedy of Vietnam continues to afflict its victims here and abroad years after the actual fighting ended.
At this writing, the United States and its allies are engaged in the Middle East in yet another military adventure replete with causes and consequences of enormous environmental and public health import. The politics of oil are at the heart of this conflict. Oil fields have been set afire, oil has been spilled in the Gulf, young soldiers have been killed, and civilians of all ages have died or lived in terror. While "chemical" weapons to our knowledge have not yet been employed, napalm has been used. The price the Middle East is paying and we all will pay for this anachronistic game of political economy is high.
Public health advocates in all countries must deplore this brutal insistence of our governments on spending human lives for strategic economic position. War is not good for public health. A
ABOUT BOARD MEMBERS
We announced in our last issue that James Clancy had joined our International Editorial Board; however, we misidentified the union which he leads. Clancy, of Canada, is head of the 300,OOO-member National Union of Provincial Government Employees. We are pleased to have him join our effort and we regret the error.
We also wish to announce another appointment to our International Board. We welcome Eva Buiatti, M.D., as a member. She is director of epidemiology at the Center for the Study and Prevention of Cancer, operated by the Italian National Health Service in Florence, Italy. She has been active on women's, occupational, and environmental health issues. She also co-authored the paper entitled, 'Women Changing the Times: An Italian Proposal to Address the Goals and Organization of Work," which appeared in our last issue. NEW SOLUTIONS Spring 1991 3
